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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The magazine Hawk July 2005 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The magazine tends to promote and support the exploitation of young persons for sexual 
purposes. It advertises 'teen' sexual availability throughout. This idea is mostly portrayed as being 
about young adult women who have just reached 'legal' age but who are still in their teens and 
sexually inexperienced. However, some advertisements in the magazine tend to advance and 
legitimise the idea of the sexual availability of adolescent teenagers, in other words young persons, 
to adult male readers. This message is reinforced by other more ambiguous elements in the 


tmp5ABA 




magazine. Hawk July 2005 therefore tends to promote and support the exploitation of young 
persons for sexual purposes, and is deemed objectionable under s3(2)(a) of the FVPC Act. 

The Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 on 
the application of the classification criteria. The classification interferes with freedom of 
expression, but this is an outcome that is consistent with Parliament's intention that publications 
falling under s3(2) are banned. In this instance the offending parts of the magazine could not be 
interpreted in a way consistent with freedom of expression without ignoring the plain meaning of 
the words in s3(2). The classification is therefore reasonable and reflects the concern of a free and 
democratic society to protect young persons from sexual exploitation. 
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